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THE STAGE, 

Ir has been the custom of the two great Theatres, as they are 
generally termed, to perform during the commencement of the Winter 
Season but four nights each in the week ; this arrangement, originat- 
ing, we presume, in the idea of the city being at that period rather 
abandoned, is still adhered to; though when the tempting allureiments 
of gain presented themselves, Mr. Elliston but imitated the great 
mass of mankind, and in one or two instances sacrificed custom at 
the shrine of interest.. The period prescribed terminated on Saturday 
last: aud we may now look forward to both'Theatres entering the lists 
in regular and nightly competition for the public support. It is a very 
general observation, founded on truths elicited from facts—not mere 
opinions, that the British Drama has much deteriorated from its once 
exalted rank, and has become a mere bauble for the amusement of the 
vulgar and the weak, addressing the imagination, not the intellect, and 
lost to all those noble causes which have operated upon, and might 
aid the moral influence of society. ‘‘ Immanea monstra perserimas.” 
~-Vire. In fact the stage is no longer viewed in the lattcr light we 
speak of: and its reference to society is no further fuund, than as it 
cloaks its weaknesses, and holds allurements to its vices. We are 
aware—regulated as the British theatres are—that individuals who 
esnbark in them considerable private property,and enter upon their tasks 
2s managers with no other considerations towards the vast machines 
they reguiate, than those ofits repaying their exertions and expense— 
regard the stage as an object of mere speculation ; refraining not 
trom any sacrifice of respectability or propriety to realize their selfish 
expectations. ‘This system however consistent with mean end worldly 
vpinions, we consider as not only degrading, but impolitic: degradation 
niust ensue, when a power which is in itself noble and important to 
mankind, is perverted to mere sordid uses: and the norrow minded 
policy is as evident—for Theatres like Covent Garden and Drury-Lane, 
which are supported by the enlightened and educated portion of 
soeiety, will find a greater security in their success by erecting it upon 
rational and solid foundations, than by encroaching upon the petty pri- 
vileges of Minor Establishments. We would recommend the Mana- 
gers to seriously reflect on this—~The Haymarket opens, we under- 
stand, in April, with Mr.C.Kemble, Dowton, &c. and a powerful number 
of legitimate performers. ‘The Olympic Managers have engaged a 
highly respectable company, which would not disgrace any representa- 
tions. The West London Theatre has produced (dipas, which 
though we smile at in one point of view, still proves the disposition to 
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charge the encroaching enemies*into their very lines. Should fashion 
in a capricious fit, once fix her abode. beyond the limits of Covent 
Garden and Drary—we congratulate those houses upon this supe- 
riority of skill in Melo-dramatic productions. 





DRURY LANE. 

Mr. Reynoups’ Play of Folly as it Flies cut down to three acts, was 
performed here on Saturday night. It is usually styled a Comedy, but 
if a mixtnre of farcical humour and common-place sentiment is descr- 
ving of that name, what must we call these Dramas that contain shee: 
wit,and exhibit human nature without the soporifie aid of dull truésms ? 
Would it not be better to adopt some new title, in order to separate 
effectually, genuine from false Comedy? Suppose we were in future 
to call Plays that, like Folly as it Flies, aim at creating horse laughs 
and dears, by the name of Risi Lachrymose ; and add a Muse to the 
nine as their protectress, whoze features should be drawn paralised on 
one side, and convulsed on the other!—The admirers of this species 
of Drama would then know on the announcement of a Risi-Lachry- 
mose, when to gratify their sublime taste, and would not of course 
run the risk of being entrapped to witness a mere Comedy, but leave 
room in the Theatre for the silly worshippers of Shakespeare, 
Beaumont and Fletcher, Ben Johnson, Farquhar, Sheridan, &e. &e. 
who wrote Comedies under the influence of a Muse that did not pa- 
tronise pocket-handkerchiefs. 

The Play of last night is a weak effort—the plot without ingenuity — 
the incidents without striking effect-—the characters vulgar, insipid, 
antl purely farcical—ihe language prosing, pointless, and ridiculous— 
yet it was applauded! It is really, painful to observe a British 
Metropolitan audience thus bestow praise on what degrades both taste 
and judgment. The favor, however, shewn to the piece might justly 
be attributed to the excellence of the acting. 

Mr. Exusron as Tom Tick, with the little means the part affords 
him for a display of his comie talent, did wonders for Mr. Reynolds, 
who was equally obliged to our old friend. and ¢éver-lasting favorite, 
Mr. Munpzyx, whe condescended to enact Peter Post Obit on his 
first appearance this season. On the latter gentleman’s coming on, 
unanimous and vigorous plaudits greeted the resumption of his The- 
atrical duties. He seemed in good health, and trod the Stage with a 
courage that appeared to set the Gowf as much at defiance as 
Mr. Cursitor or. Doctor Infallible. We heartily wish he may long 
crow.over the enemy of his long toe, 

The Faree of The Spectre Bridegaoom,.a very absurd affair, con- 
cluded the L:vening’s amusements—and a thin audience went away not 
in the highest state of good-humout. 

The First Volumes are binding, and will be ready for delivery 
on Monday. 

{<> Monthly Subscribers, 2s. 
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Cheatre Ropal, Covent Garden. 
<P 


This Evening will be performed the Opera of 
’ ° 
The Ewile. 


Count Utrick (the Hvile) Mr. EGERTON. 





: Governorot Siberia,....Mr. W. FARREN. 

| Baron Altradoff,........ Mr. MEADOWS 

Count Calmar......... Mr. DURUSET. 

The Patriareh........... Mr. HUNT. 

| The Szarowitz,...... ..Master BODEN. 

| ae eee oveceee Mr. YOUNG. 

Welzien,.... ee Cee Mr. CONNER. 

i Rimski:/. 00 2 Oe Mr. COMER. 
Servit®. .... .- od «duswdh Mr. FAWCETT. 
Vermich.:. SHGiA4 wi... Mr. CHAPMAN. 

Officer, Mr. MEARS. Citizen, Mr. ATKINS. 


Mariner, Mr. GEORGE. Servant, Mr. KING. 
Guard, Mr. LOUIS. 


Villagers, Messrs. Taylor, Pyne, &c. 


The Empress Elizabéeth....Mrs. FAUCIT. 

| Katherine... .. «x. sp iss Mrs. TENNANT. 

| Sedona... iii. .e.%. ooo. ot. Mite.’ VINING. 
Alesina. .s.0 bee oids oi. Miss FOOTE. 


Villagers, Mesdms. Beaumont, Love, &c. 
The following is part of the Scenery. 
Mountains of Snow—Cottage of Count Ulriex. 
Rocky Pass among the Mountains.—Hall in the Governor’s House at 
Tobolski.—The River Wolga by Moonlight. 
dieneral View of Moscow.—the Square of Moscow, in which takes 
place the 
GRAND PUBLIC ENTRY OF THE EMPRESS ELIZABETH: 
The Outside of the Greek Church—The. Interior of the 
Cathedral of ‘Moscow, in which the 
CORONATION OF. ELIZABETH, 
Is Performed by the Grand Patriarch, aad his assisting Diguitaries 
To conclude with, 


The Warlock of the Glen. 


( The Characters as. before. ) 
To-morrow, (by partieular desire) She Stoops to Conquer, Miss Hard- 
castle, Mrs. Chatterley, her first appearance. 
On Wednesday, the Farce of Brother and Sister. 

I On Thursday, The Exile, after which The Blind Bay. 

On Friday, the Play of The Stranger, after which will be produced, 
a new Farce, called The Venison Pasty. 

Doors will be opened at half past 6, the Play to begin at 7. 






















Theatre Ropal, Drury Lane, 


A 


This Evening will be Performed the Comedy of 


Maid or Wife. 


Principal Characters by 
Mr. ELLISTON, Mr. HARLEY, 
Mies SMITHSON, and MissCOPELAND 


Being her lat apperance on this Stage. 





After which, 


The Coronation. 
Principal Characters by 
Mr. T. COOKE, Mr. RUSSELL, Mr. KNIGHT, and Miss CUBI'I'r 
In which will be given a New Comic Song, 
“ The King and the Coronation, Old England and the People.’ 
Ry Mr. Knight, with a New Overture composed by Mr. T. Cooke 





After which, the Musical Extravaganza, called 


Giovanni in London. 


Don Giovanni, Madame VESTRIS. 

Leporello, Mr. HARLEY. Mr, Florentine Finickin, Mr. BARNARD. 
Mr Deputy English, Mr. GATTIE. Pluto, Mr. MEREDITH. 
Mercury Mr. HOWELL, Charon Mr. SMITH, 
Firedrake, Mr. RANDALL Drainemdry, Mr. WILLMOTT. 
Porous, Mr. W. H. WILLIAMS. | Simkins, Mr. TOURNOUR. 
Popinjay, Mr. VINING. Shirk, Mr. HUGHES. Spunge Mr. DOBBS. 
Proserine, Miss COOPER. Mrs. Leporelio, Miss CUBITT. 
Miss Constantia Quixotte, Miss POVEY. Mrs. English, Mrs: ORGER 
Mrs. Drainemdry, Mrs. HARLOWE. Mrs. Porous, Miss PHILLIPS 
Mrs Simpkins, Mrs. MARGERUM,.. Squalling Fan, Mrs BLAND 
Sueeabus, Miss VALANCY.: Tartarus, Mrs. BEST. 

In Act 1. A PAS SEUL by Miss TREE. 


To-morrow, Folly as it. Flies, Peter Post Obit, Mr. Munden, with the 
Coronation, and Monsieur 'Tonson, 





On Wednesday, 2 Comedy, The Coronation, and Giovanni in London. 


On Thursday, a Comedy, with the Coronation, and Who’s Who / 
On Friday, Folly as it Flies, with the Coronation. 
On Saturday will be produced a new Comedy, called Lost Life. 
On Monday, Mr. Kean will re-appear as Richard the Third. 
Doors will be open at half-past 6, and the Play to begin at 7. 
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